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Receiving the John Calvin Award
Mary Dengler
Reward, regard for years of work
With all its ceremony falls
On toughened ears grown used to other sounds
—the strife of Iliad, Inferno, Jane Eyre, Middlemarch 
And “Can I hand this paper in next week instead?” 
It calls me to the front, the podium, where 
Handed in a document 
Official in a leather good,
Accepted with a speech gratuitous,  
It starts to birth significance—even as it’s said—
Then gestates in the mind and grows
A life apart that forms a vine 
Around the heart to tease my memory.  
